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In this issue: The ICCRS council invited 150 people from all over the world to participate in a colloquium on Baptism in the Spirit-Outpouring of the Spirit, March 17th -20th 2011. A report of António Casimiro from Portugal.
My impression about the ICCRS Colloquium

on the Baptism in the Spirit-Outpouring of the Spirit

The Colloquium was held at The Fraterna Domus in Sacrofano near Rome. The retreat house, situated in a spacious and beautiful surroundings offer good accommodation. About the food, well…it was not Portuguese food, but I cannot complain about it (and I did not go there to eat!).
The material provided was sufficient for the work. We received a document of 71 pages, prepared by the doctrinal commission of ICCRS.
According to this document 'Baptism in the Spirit is an experience of the love of God the Father poured into one's heart, leading to a transformed life in the lordship of Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit. This grace brings alive sacramental baptism and confirmation, enkindling evangelistic fervor and equipping a person with charisms for service and mission.'

The teaching content
The several presentations were very well chosen, and the speakers were well prepared. I took a lot of notes for my own personal growth and to share here in Portugal.
Speakers and subjects

Opening Eucharistic Celebration with a homily given by Archbishop George Bacaouni, Lebanon.

Introduction to ICCRS Document on 'Baptism in the Spirit – Outpouring of the Spirit' by Fr Peter Hocken, Austria and Mary Healy, USA.

'Meaning and Fruits of Baptism in the Spirit / Outpouring of the Spirit' by Fr Raniero Cantalamessa, Italy.

'Patristic Foundations of Baptism in the Spirit / Outpouring of the Spirit' by bishop Michel Santier, France.

'Biblical Reflection on Baptism in the Spirit / Outpouring of the Spirit' by Fr. Fidel Oñoro, Colombia.

'Baptism in the Spirit / Outpouring of the Spirit and the Sacraments of Initiation' by Ralph Martin, USA.

A homily in a Eucharistic Celebration by Cardinal Stanislaw Rylko, Vatican City. 

'Baptism in the Spirit / Outpouring of the Spirit and Christian Experience' by Père Denis Biju-Duval, France.

'Baptism in the Spirit / Outpouring of the Spirit: a question of terminology', an introduction and discussion led by Fr. Peter Hocken, Austria. 

Panel Discussion (led by Mateo Calisi, Italy) on worldwide pastoral experiences with input from John Duiker (Oceania), Maria Eugenia De Gongora (Spanish America) and Beatriz Vargas (Portuguese America), Constantine Fernandez (Asia), Jude Muscat (Europe), Jean Pliya (Africa), Bruce Yocum (Communities). 

Homily in Eucharistic Celebration by Fr Diego Jaramillo, Colombia.
I am now, also waiting for the documentation that ICCRS will publish about this Colloquium.

The discussion contents
I felt that there was a sincere search for the truth rather than an imposition of ideas from above. The subject of the Colloquium needs more time, but it will come in God’s timing.

I think that it was also a good idea to make discussion groups based in the common language.

The prayer time

All the prayer times were abundant and deeply lived, with the music ministry choosing the proper music. I felt these times as “very strong” times!

The more important for me

Personally the thing I really cherish from the meeting was the experience of being again immersed in  a Catholic environment with people from all over the world in the spirit of true Christian Fellowship in Jesus. As someone said: “unity in the diversity”. And the joy of meeting again the brothers and sisters we knew before! And the joy of knowing new brothers and sisters all looking for the same Life! As I heard many years ago: “Nothing and nobody can stop the Holy Spirit”, coming either through “Baptism” or “Effusion”.
Balanced book

In the end fr. Peter Hocken explained how the document would be revised according to the various input from the several speakers. Finally it will become a rather balanced book that will be of great help to all in the different parts of the world. I expect that it will be an excellent document that will enable anyone to understand the most central contribution of the charismatic renewal to the Church. Publishing will take some time. 
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